
  
  

 
SuperWomen in Flash Highlights Women’s Leading Role in New IT Patents 

 
The National Center for Women & Information Technology Study Shows Women Still a Minority in IT 

Industry Yet Behind A Growing Number of Patents 
 
 

SANTA CLARA, CA – June 11, 2023 – SuperWomen in Flash today shared figures from a recent study 
by the National Center for Women & Information Technology (NCWIT), a non-profit community founded in 
2004 which is funded by the National Science Foundation. SuperWomen in Flash is the Flash Memory 
Summit (FMS) program that celebrates the success of women in the memory industry, and which 
encourages more young women to join this dynamic field. 
 
NCWIT, in partnership with 1790 Analytics, publishes periodic reports on gendered patterns in IT 
patenting, analyzing records from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Below are a few highlights from 
NCWIT’s 2022 Patent Report: 
 

• In the last five years, approximately 10% of U.S. IT patents included women as inventors. 

• In the U.S., IT patenting overall increased almost 17-fold between 1980-84 and 2016-2020.  

• Patents with woman inventors increased 56-fold from 1980-84 to 2017-2020, even as the 
percentage of women employed in IT either remained flat or decreased slightly. 

 
In addition: 
 

• In 2022, 27% of professional computing occupations in the U.S. workforce were held by women. 

• In 2022, 23% of total tech C-suite positions in Fortune 500 companies were held by women. 
 
Starting in 2018, FMS has presented a SuperWomen in Flash Leadership Award to showcase the 
achievements of women in the traditionally male-dominated memory industry.  Past recipients of the FMS 
SuperWomen in Flash Leadership Award include: 
 

• Amber Huffman, Former Intel Fellow and Board Chair of the NVMe Working Group 

• Calline Sanchez, IBM Vice President WW Systems Services & Technical Universities 

• Barbara Murphy, WekaIO, VP Cloud 

• Dr. Yan Li, Western Digital, VP of Engineering 
 
“The data infrastructure memory industry, and tech overall, is a highly dynamic space, one where 
creativity, attention to detail, and an innovative approach can make a significant difference to the 
development and adoption of new technologies,” said Camberley Bates, VP and Practice Lead, The 
Futurum Group, and founder of the SuperWomen in Flash Leadership program. “It’s an ideal space for 
women to build rewarding and successful careers, and through SuperWomen in Flash we aim to attract 
more women to the memory industry.” 
 
SuperWomen in Flash host the Special Peer Exchange Event 
The SuperWomen in Flash offers an excellent opportunity to network with key industry players, and to 
see exciting new products on display in the FMS exhibit hall. This year’s event will include a rapid Peer 
Exchange – covering everything from flash technologies to career advice from women who already play 
leading roles in this industry. Kicking off the session will be speakers from the two sponsors, Kioxia and 

https://ncwit.org/
https://1790analytics.com/
https://ncwit.org/resource/ncwit-patenting-report-2022-update/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/amhuffman/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/calline-sanchez-b095999
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bamurphy/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/yan-li-b1133339/


Micron, who will share their perspectives on women in the industry, and how to drive more top talent to 
address the pressing needs of our data-driven economy.  
 
During the Peer Exchange, attendees will meet highly talented women and men, and gain exciting insight 
to help build their business and career further.  Participants will be paired up for quick, ten-minute 
discussions on important topics, and will then rotate to meet with the next group to continue networking 
and gathering more knowledge.  
 
The event will be held on Wednesday, August 9, 4:00 – 6:15 pm at the Hyatt Regency next to the Santa 
Clara Convention Center. Come early to enjoy a happy hour and networking. The event is complimentary 
and open to all (and we encourage ALL genders to join). Registration not required but appreciated. 
 

About Flash Memory Summit 

Flash Memory Summit 2023 (FMS2023), will be held August 8-10, 2023, at the Santa Clara Convention 

Center in California.  Produced by Conference ConCepts, FMS2023 will showcase mainstream 

applications, key technologies, leading vendors, and innovative startups driving the multi-billion-dollar 

high-speed memory and SSD markets. FMS is the world’s largest event featuring trends, innovations, and 

influencers driving adoption of flash memory and other high-speed memory technologies within 

demanding enterprise storage applications, high-performance computing, mobile, and embedded 

systems. 

 

About The Futurum Group 
The Futurum Group is a global technology research, advisory, and media firm, comprising four strategic 

business units and a diverse set of holdings that focus on high-tech research, market intelligence, 

analysis, advisory, lab evaluation, media, and lead gen services. The Futurum Group works with more 

than 200 of the world’s leading technology companies analyzing emerging and market-disrupting 

technologies, identifying and validating trends, and delivering data and insights that empower clients to 

find their competitive edge in the digital economy.  
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